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From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 


ADDRESS, 
[Concluded. ] 


Brethren, your speaker would address himself in an | 
especial manner to yau, who professedly appear as the 
servants of him who is the ** Saviour of all men.” As’ 
the advocates of that dootrine, which breathes ** peace | 
and good will unto men.”? ‘The elements of your faith, 
cannot be illustrated nor defended by sectional creeds 
and party interests. Wide as creation is your view.— 
Vast as eternity the love, which is the foundation of 
your system of Fthics. Its extension is unlinited as 
space. Its influence coeval with its Author, and asso- 
civted with all the perfections of an omniscient God.— 
Charity, or Love, is the First and the Last, the Alpha 
and the Omega, of all that ts good in purpose, divine in 
contemplation, and great in execution. From that tri- 
vmphant morn, when the * stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God shouted for joy,” to the blissful con- 
summation of unbounded years, when ‘*/he res/itulion 
of all things”’ shali be succeeded by a fruition of count- 
less ages, Charity will fail not. It is the unexplored 
and undefinable hypostasis of Him, who changeth not. 
For, ** Gop 1s Love.” 

To you, with peculiar emphasis, is addressed the 
words of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world. ‘** Re- 
member the word that I said unto you, The servant is 
not grealer than his Lord. If they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you.” How great was He, 
whom you profess to regard as your Lord? How wus 
he persecuted? Was he ambitious of worldly honors? 
Did he ever compromise his duty with the opinions of | 





ee 


ignorant and malevolent men; and sacrifice his better 
judgment on the altar of human pride, or seek a refuge 
behind the ramparts of human prudence? Did he love 
greetings in the markets, and elbow his way, at the ex- 
pense of principle, to the temple of popular aggrandize- 


ton in the splendors of eternity. 
fear—and wept to the sorrows of the children of wen. 
‘to eat with sinners, and prove, by his example, that 


‘sincerity and worth will never resort to the wretched 


/in fashion as a man, be humbled himself, and became 





ment? When did he bow, with servile adulation, at 
Plotus’ shrine ? Or withhold bis band, from succouring | 
the poor and needy? When was his ruling passion, 
his treasure where his heart was, a love or desire of | 


mammon, to the exclusion, for a moment, of the will of | 


' 





bis Father who sent him? Who wept, and he did not | 
syinpathize? Who was afflicted, and he did not sor. 
row?) Who was joyful, and he rejoiced not? 

did he regard as sinners and outcasts, beneath bis kind- 
ly notice? When did he refuse to eat with publicans | 
and sinners?) Or with pharisaic pride, say to any of 
the creatures whom God hath made, ‘ Stand by, 
come not near unto me, for [ am holier than thou ???— | 
The perfection of his character would have been sullied 
by an alliance with the honors and distinctions of this | 
transitory world. Human prudence and pride could | 
never assimilate with the dignity of his virtue, which 
preferred goodness and its conseqnences, to all the 
gauze and tinsel of man’s prerogative. He viewed the 
kingdoms of this world, with an eye fixed on heaven 
and happiness, and despised the allurements which 
Would cheat him of his glories, and mar the image of the 
Father which encircled end supported him, The riches 
which he prized, were the gold of heaven, the treasures 
of eternity. The purchased possession, the members of 
his body, the race and children of Adam, the offspring 
of the living God. He fed the poor with the bread of 
heaven. He clothed the naked with righteousness; a 
garment, which will endure when the follies of human 
pride shal] be buried iu obliviou with time, and forgot- 


{yon are not worthy to become his ditciples! What! 
Whom | ¥88 the object and mission of Christ? It was to en-} ty,” and elevated by circumstances, by crime, or by 


‘ample of Jesus Christ. 
‘now before you. 
kingdoms of this world to the Kingdom of our God and 
of his Christ, if you love the preise of men rather than 


from heaven,—if you would bea futterer, for a few 


pulation, and take the form of a servant, you will have 
your reward, 
the wind, shall cheat you with unreal good, and preisee 
you with bitter sorrows, 
guarantee your honors, a dreadiul prelude to the fail of} peir to, 


When rejected by 
all, he rejected none. When so poor that he had not 
where to lay his head, he gave to misery all he had, a 


Elevated upon a pedestal of virtue, beyond what man 
in his brightest visions ever aspired, be condescended 


charity is the accompanyment of wisdom and goodness. 
His divine example elicited the triumphant truth, that 


expedient of procuring reputation and honor by re- 
proaches, which sacrifice every noble and god-like 
principle upon the altar of individious comparison !— 
The voice which could calm the ocean’s rage, still the 
fury of the tempest, and wake the sleeping dead, was 
silent to the revilings of his foes, The arm which 
could direct the thunder, and point the lightning’s 
glowing bolt, was nerveless wher his enemies, with un-| 
hallowed rage, sought his life. And the tongue which 
could command the fire of heaven to avenge bis foes, | 
spoke not, but to invoke the blessing of a pardoning | 
God upon his murderers. What astonishing forhear- 
ance! What love and mercy are here! And yet, | 
strange to add, the balf has not been told. “ He made 
himself of no repulation, and took upon him the form of | 
a servant!» This is the example, the copy for your 
imitation. To you, and aJl men, is the word addressed 
—‘ Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus: who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God; but made himself of no 
reputation, aed took upon him the form of a serrant, 
and was made in the likeness of men: and being found 





obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”’ 


Are you professedly the followers of this Jesus ?— 
Have you counted the cost 2 Will you, like him, prize 
the exaltation of God, above the exaltation of mon ?— 
Or do you love the praise of men, more than the praise 
of God? Are you willing to be made of no reputation? 
To take upon you the form of a servant? ‘lo become 
obedient to the Divine command, even to the hazard of 
the death, the ignominious death of the cross? If so, 
you are indeed the disciples of Jesus Christ! But, if} 
not, if you put your hand to this plough and look buck, | 





lighten, to save a guilty world. The will of God was 


‘the only law of his life. To do good his only business. | 


he reproaches of men could not stay his benevolent 
hand. He was willing to be made of no reputation.— 
To be assailed by the tongue of slander at every step. 
To be a servant,—not a modern genlleman ! 
out his life on the cross. | 


To pour | 





Heaven and hell are not more oppose), than the hen- 


Reason or truth, and error, are 


Take yourchoice. If you prefer the : 


the praise of God, and despise the example of the Lor. 


moments, in the miserable guise of a would-be com- 
mander and gentleman, rather than be made of no re- 


The praise of men, more fluctuating than 


Time-serving parasites sha!l 





disappointed hopes, and the grave of unhallowed ex- 
pectations. 


But, my brethrea, we are persuaded better things of 
you. Counselled by that wisdom which is from above, 
which is ‘“* first pure, gentle, easy to be entreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and with- 
out hypocrisy,’ that you wil] run with cheerfulness the 
race that is set before you, and, like your great Proto- 
type, ‘‘ despise the shame, end endure the cross !”” 

Men end brethren, the exhortation to work while the 
day lasteth, must plead powerfully with those who con- 
sider the shortness and uncertainty of humanlife. The 
past can never be recalled. The future, to you, may 
never come. Let every one, therefore, ask himsril, 
What have I dene, in the warfare, and how have | run, 
in the race that was before me? Food, clothing, and 
shelter, are all this world can afford, and to them must 
all be confined, who do not reason with God, and give 
heed to the heavenly messenger. ‘Che triumphant joys 
of God’s salvation are unknown to him, who is blinded 
by the god of this world, and cheated of his anticipa- 


| tions of future good, treasured up in Christ for a fallen 


world. The present is our own; the future may be 
another's ; and neglect of our means to spread the glad 
tidings of God's salvation, may embitter the close of 


‘life, while the reflection that we have lived-to little 


purpose, save the acquisition of the applause of men, 
and the wretched satisfaction of proving faithful to 
mammon, shall compose our epitaph. Let the still 
swall voice of wisdom be heard. Contrast the reqaisi- 
tions of wisdom with the demands of a foolish world, 
and view the mighty superiority. The example of 
Christ is the -tandard by which to form a correct esti- 
mate. Let the misguided fuol, who swells with indig- 
nation when his pretended honor is defamed, and burtis 
with revenge to retrieve a character he never possessed, 
learn that humility which will extricate him from his 
puerile consequence, and elevate him to a rank with 
contented men. When did revenge, glutted to satiety, 
ever produce the joys which thrill the bosom of him, 
whose heart burns with Jove for oll his brethren, and, in 
imitation of the glorious Saviour, pardons where he can- 
not commend, Estimate the seif-denial, the hardships, 
the anxiety and mireries which ore inseparable from 
suspense and fears of disoppointment, which continual- 
ly harrass the man * clothed with a little brief authori- 


continual exertion, above the heads of his fellows, and 

what servant cun be found of equal wretchedness ? 
Can external and uncertuin acquisitions, fortuitous in 

their nature, satisfy the mind? Whe more miserable 


then he, who multiplies lus chances for disappointment 


with the addition of every desire, and who lessons his 
stock of paticnce ond increases his wants, with every 


real or imagined calamity? Whereis the man living, 


‘ors and distinctions among men, are opposite to the ex-, who ever suffered greater evils from poverty, than have 


been voluntarily endured by the rich, to secure or in- 
crease theit porses-ion-? Aud who, let me a-k, ever 
geined by froud ond oppression, a more enviable condi- 
tion, than the expiing beggar upon the dunghill? bs 
Ail the gold of Op bir cannot pro- 
duce a greater happiness, When did revenge, full glut- 
ted, give peace to the tortured soul? Or oy pression ond 
fraud, still the raging passions, and content the heart ? 
Tis the religion of Jesus alone, whieh con 
Lis the mind that dwelt 


the mind at res/ 7 


Never! 
calm the tempest of the soul. 
in bun, Which Com support ond clevate the man, and 
bear hia triuenphant over the thousand ils Chat flesh is 
Christ alone is the Universal I’hy sigion, hose 
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prescription will prove 
recipe for every ill, There is no colamity which can- 
not be alleviated, No disease beyond bis healing pows 
cr. It is reason, the voice of Lleaven, the wisdom trom 
on high, which i« possessed of thi- divine influence. 
Men and brethren, let this 
ear tothe friendly admonition, end treasure it in bearts 


voice be heard, 


devoted to the cause of God aud humanity, 
therefore, hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed 
are they that keep my way. Hear in-truction, and be 
wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the man thal bear- 
eth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 
For whoso findeth me findeth life, 
But he that sin- 


neth against me wrongeth bis own soul: 
hate me love death.” 


These are the doctrines and sentiments which thine 
“ike apples of gold in pictures of silver,’ and consti- 
tufe the faith of those, whom an unbelieving workd de- 
spise as Universalists. For it 
j- the faith of him, who * was delivered for our offences, 
‘To all men, 
we say, First, learn our sentiments, before you censure 
them as heretical. 
them as licentious, aud pronounce their tendency de- 


posts of my doors. 
and shall obtain favor of the Lord. 
all they that 


We rejoice in this faith, 
and raised again for our justification.” 
First, prove them, before you reject 


moralizing and d.mnable! 
ine before you condemn. 


We en(reat you to eram- 
To analyze before you judge, 


Jest your judgment be unjust, and you be found false | 


witnesses, not of God, but of your prejudices. Put 
these principles to the test. Square your conduct a- 
greeably to their dictates, and we pledge ourselves to 
bear all the odium which a failure of their efficacy can 
heap upon us. Are you offended? let the same mind 
be in you which was in Jesus. When he was reviled, 
he reviled not again. When you are tempted to evil, 
remember, Jesus, your example whom you are to fol- 
Jow, rejected the kingdows of this world, and despised 
the honors and distinctions of men, when put in com- 
petition with the glories of his Kingdom, which is an 
everlasting kingdom, and his dominion, which shall ex- 
tend from sea to sea, and from the rivers to the ends of 
the earth. Are you persecuted? “ Pivy for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute you.’? Have 
you enemies? Love them! * Bless 
you, do good to them that hate you. Ye have heard 
that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth 
foratooth. But Tsay unto you, That ye resis! nol 
evil : but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the otheralso. That ye may be the child. 
ren of your Father which 7s iv heaven ; for he maketh 
his sun to rise on the eril and on the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love 
them which love you, what reward have ye? Do not 
even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your 
brethren only, what do ye more? Do not even the 
publicans the same? Be ye thercfore perfect, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfeet.” 


them that curse 
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Thoughts on Free-agency. 

Mankind seem to be pretty strongly biased in favor 
ef the doctrine of Free-agency ; but this bias, | appre- 
hend, grows out of the abhorrent character of the doc- 
trine of predestination, as connected with limited sal- 
vation and endless misery. If this be not the case, | 
suspect it is for want of a snflicient examination of the 
subject. That man is a moral agent | deem unques- 
tionable; bat that he is a /ree moral agent | think can- 
not be maintained. Indeed it appears to me that the 
very term itself involves an absurdity. An agent is a 
substitute ; one who acts for another. In order for 
such an agent to act, there must be some purpose to be 
accomplished ; and, to this end, rules of conduct must 
be prescribed for him, by which he must be governed, 


if he is governed by tLese rules, be is pot free. In this! 





ee eee 


a panacea for every wound, a} light the term /ree agent ie en absurdity. tf this detint 


ee } 
Give. 


+ Now, | 
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[tion of the term agent be + onsidered arbitrary, we will 
| eansid: rit ae meaning, simply, an intelligent sctor.— 
‘How thes does an jateHigent being act? or what ex: 
i cites him te nection? Ans, Motive. Without motive he 
| An intelligent being is 


never aet-, toa this character. 





then always governed, as such, by motives. He is as 
truly governed by motives as on insensible machine is 
“governed by physical power. He is then a moral 
lagent, or actor; but, being governed, is not free. A 
‘ free-ageut then, in any sense, is au absurdity, [see no 
reason to su; pose there is a free-agent in the universe, 
We suppose God to be a being of perfect love, and to 
If this be true, we cannot sup- 
pose it possible for God to hate. An intelligent being 
cannot hate, uniess he is governed by bad motives ; 
and this cannot be the case with God. ‘ God cannol 
be tempted with evil,’ because bis nature is such that 
he can only be incited, or governed, by good motives. 
But we need only apply our remarks to mav. Man, it 
is said, is a free-agent. Who gave him bis freesagency? 
Ans. God. [lad God any design in giving it? Ans. 
Yee: for an intelligent being, acting as such, mus! act 
with design. Must not God then have had some de- 
sign in bestowing free-agency on man? Ans. Yes.— 
Well do you think God’s design, in bestowing it, will 
be accomplished? or will it pot answer the purpose 
fur which he bestowed it? Ans. If I say it will not 
/answer the purpose, then God’s design must be frus- 
| trated. —This cannot be. If l say God's design, in the 
_bestowment of free-agency, will be answered, why 
then it will follow that the free-agency must be con- 
troled ; for nothing can answer a purpose unless, by 
some means, it be dzrecied to that purpose; and, being 
directed, it isnot free. F'ree-agency then, designed for 
any purpose, and made to auswer that purpose, is an 
absurdity. An axe is just as much a free-agent, that is 
made to answer the design for which it was formed, 
viz. to fell trees. 


be unchangeably such. 





When the man can be found who can perform an 
act, while in the exercise of intelligence, un-governed 
by molive, I will acknowledge he is afree-agevt. Un- 
ti] this can be dove, | must consider man an agent con- 
troled by motives; i.e. a moral agent, simply. ‘The 
motives by which a man is governed are good, or bad, 
according to his knowledge of moral good and evil. Hi 
man were * perfect, as bis Father in heaven is perfect,’ 
he would never be governed by bad motives; but it is 
only by a long course of painful experience that man is 
brought to see the odious and detrimental nature of sin, 
or moral evil; and, therefore, it is only by slow de- 
grees that he comes to be governed by good motives. 
It is in this way, 1 conceive, that the law operates as 
‘Sour school-master to bring us to Christ.2 The law 
forme the dividing line between sin and holiness; in re- 
‘ference to which good and evil deeds are designated. 
| Were there no law there would be nosin; for * sin is 
| @ trausgression of the law.’ Man could not transgress 
that which did not exist—He could, then, never have 
sinned if God had not given him law. Neither could 
he have done a good deed but for the same reason. — 
Deeds, or actions, are good, or bad, according as they 
lare designated by the law. 








* The law entered that sin 
| might abound: i. e. be discovered and known as sip. 
| Was the law good, seeing it makes man a sinner? If 
/hot, it had better never have been given, But it was 
igiven by our Maker, and can we suppose he has done 
| that which he had better not have done? This would 
impeach his wisdom and goodness. It is best then that 
God gave the law, though it makes man a sinner. But 
is it best that man should be made a sinner ? Certainly, 
or God would never have made him such, by his law. 
It is best that man should be made a siuner, in order to 
Know both good and evil; for, without knowing the 
;one, he could not know the other. Moral good ac- 
‘quires all its goodness by comparing it wit! moral evil, 








he, and all men, will be blest in Cliri-t. 





ie 


| To say it is not best for man to know both, is but to! 


say it is not best for him to kuow either; for neither | 


a a ee 


can be known without knowing both. Thus God has 
had bis creature man underthe discipline of the low, in 
order to qualify bin duly to appreeite moral good, and 
so to prepare bim to be governed by good motives, If 
this is the design, and the design succeeds, man will be. 
come, eventually, a holy, and, consequently, a happy 
being. 

The assurance which God has given, by his prophets, 
that this will be the case, is the foundation of the chris 
fian’s faith and hope. God hath said that oll the fam 
ilies, nations, and kindreds of the earth shall be blest in 
Christ ; i. e. in w Saviour, In order for this to be a 
proper subject of faith end Lope, it must be considered 
And what can make it 
certain? so certain that God could assert it for truth? 


certain of accomplishment. 


Suppose there are conditions, which man, asa free. 
agent, must comply with to muke the promise good, 
if God did not know, for certainty, that those condi. 
tions would be performed, how could he, unequivocal. 
ly, assert that they would be performed? How could 
he assert that all mankind should be blest in Christ, 
unless he knew, for absolute certainty, they would be? 
But, if this certainty depended Om a particular use of 
man’s free-agency, what could determine that particn- 
lar use and leave the agency free? Cuan that be free 
which is directed to the accomplishment of a definite 
purpose, so as to retider that purpose certain to be ac- 
complished? And can it be grievous to the creatures of 
God to entertain the opinion that he has made a happy 
destiny sure to them? Would any rational being pre- 
fer an uncertain result to bis exi-tence, a result which 
might be infinitely woful, merely for the sake of fancy 
ing himself free from his Maker's contro]? Surely no 
one can harbor a desire like this, unless he distrusts the 
goodness of God, and had rather risk himself in bis own 
bands. No one can do this unless he considers God 
an hard master. Noone can do this unless he feels wu 
aversion at being brought to abhor sin, and to love ho- 
liness. Just as much as a man is in Jove with sin Le 
must fear aud dread being delivered from it; and just 
so much will he bate to have Goid’s promise sure, that 
No man can 
be so egregiously stupid as to expect to be thus blest, 
in sin—to be, in sin, blest in one who saves from sin, 
and turns away from iniquity. Hence must arise the 
repugnance at the immutability of God*’s promise.— 
Possibly a man may flatter himself it is not so—that he 
contends for free-agency thinking it honorable to God. 
But a little consideration must show him, that, in-tead 
of honoring God, the notion of free-agency virtually 
denies his existence. It makes God act without de- 
sign ; and a God so acting is no God at all: he loses at 
once every attribute of intelligence. Common sense 
must at once discover, that no being can have a Gxed 
design, which be is sure of baving executed, unless all 
the means necessary for its execution ure ke pt within 
bis own control, Should a man design to build a 
house, and the accomplishment of his design depended 
on af axe, or a saw, which he had placed in the hands 
of a person who could, at pleasure, spoil it fur that use, 
would he not be liable to fail of building the house ?— 
Could he be certain of executing his design unless he 
was certain of the right use of the instruments, or 
agents, necessary thereunto? Itis eqially certain that 
God, himself, could not even know that all wen will 
tinally be blest in Christ, if any agent, pecessary te 
bring it about, is free fiom his control. Finally, kind 
reader, if you are a free-agent you can believe what l 
have said; for free-agency comprehends every thing 
within your capacity, Try your /ree-ageucy, if you 
please, on this poiut. J. Beeree, 
ei 


[A writer in, the New-Hatmel ire Repository, publish- 


,ed ut Concord, hus the fullowing tensidble remarks ou 


“religious Cissipation.” ] 


Vhere is another thing which the young pastor 
must weet, and guard against. especially if he te setti-d 


ima populous place ; and that is religious dissipation. 
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TIL EP ET RY EI 
Thie may seew a singular kind of expression: but it is 
a manner of expression which has grown out of the 
spirit of the times in which we live. There is a pre- 
yuiling disposition to attend a great many meetings, and 
of various denamioutions, There ie danger that people 
will hope that they are in a state of favor with God by 
the frequency of their attendance on religious meetings. 
This is religious dissipation ; aud a pastor should guard 
against it, for it will be no henefit, but probably a de- 
friment to his flock, Region requires time for medi- 
tation, and a prayerful application of trath to the con- 
ecience and the heart. While people are too fre- 
quently attending mcetings, there is little time or dis- 
j o-ition for such self application. The mind becomes 
dissipated and unfit for a steady application of truth.— 
it is very like one who, every hour of the day receives 
food into his stomach, and allows no time for the pro- 
cess of digestion. The body will not long remain in a 
healthy state by such streatment. There must be time 
to digest what is received,” 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





Notes on Col. iii. 25. 

“ But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done ; and there is no respect of per- 
sons.”” 

1. It seems to be intimated by these words, that a 
per-on is in no danger of receiving punishment for any 
wrong committed by another: The text evidently con- 
fines the punishment to the individual who commits the 
offence. This is not only the plain doctrine of the 
scriptures generally, but it is the doctrine of reason, 
and is approved by all rational jurisprudence. How- 
ever severe our just censure may be towards the im- 
moral conduct of a father, we feel no disposition to con- 
demn his innocent child for bis offences. We may, 
and ought to pi/y the unfortunate child, whose parent 
is so cruel as to disgrace his family by any foul depar- 
ture from wholesome morals; but we onght not to 
blame his innocent children for what they could not 
avoid. This doctrine, for which I bere contend, is ful- 
ly conforwed by the divine testimony ; See Ez. xviii. 
20, ** The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall 
not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
futher bear the iniquity of the son; the righteonsnese of 


the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of 


the wicked shall be upon him.” 

Perhaps the reader will wonder that a doctrine whieb 
is so plain, and universally acknowledged, should be 
here contended for; but if he will reflect, be will at 
once call to mind the fact, that one of the leading doc- 
trines of the christian church is a direct denial of this 
plain doctrine. It is contained in the creed, which 
continues to receive support from the united energies 
of orthodoxy, that the sin of Adam was so imputed by 
our Creator, to the posterity of Adam, a¢ to render eve- 
ry infant, Jesus excepted, that has been born since, in- 
Gnitely guilty, and exposed to the divine vengeace for- 
ever! But this article of the creed is clearly disproved 
by the dictates of common sense and the reveuled truth 
of divine inspiration. 

Having advanced thus far, we may be permitted to 
cast up our short account, und see what we have gain- 
ed. The account i« this; we have discharged an infi- 
vite debt, which existed, besure, only in our vain iin- 
‘aginations, by correcting un error, which always, since 
existed, stood ja direct opposition ta the word of 
God and to the wholesome dietates of sound reason.— 
That we should cautiously avail ourselves of this privi- 
lege, and dislodye from our burthened shoulders such 
ai enormous ivad of guilt and condemnation, is cer- 


tarily rea-ohable, if on no other account, becanse, gi n- 


| 
erally speaking, we eave sin enough of our own to one | 
= i 


? 
wer for to repeut of and huvefergiven. But there are 


ether reasons why we sbould not permit our minds to 

‘be emburrassed with the sentiment which is colled 
.* original sin’? Suppose a person in business owes a 
few sinall debts which he is able to pay and continu: 
_ bis trade, is made to believe that there is a debt agains! 
‘iu which he never contracted, of a vast sum Leyond 
‘his powcr to redeem ; he is discouraged ot once, shuts 
up, and does not pay even the small debts which he 
| had contracted. This represents the situation of many. 
| who, believing that they Jost the favor of the Crestor 
be Adam, have no courage to see to the littie concerns 
jof the present life; and if they are conscious of some 
| improprieties in their persona) conduct, they think that 
they could not recover the divine favor if these sipall 
watters were ali rectified. 

But laying aside this unreasonable, unseriptural doe- 
trine, let us come to real matter of fact, and consider 
ourselves as answerable lor our own conduct only, and 
then let us pay due attention to those concerns within 
our reach aud al) wili be well. 

2. Our text assures us that there is no avoiding the 
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Bishop, the Missionary. 

We feel a deep regret in bringing the following be- 
fore the public ; and nothing would lead us to do it, 
but the hope of causing people to Keep an eye on those 
wandering characters who are traversing our country 
to gather money for the pretended object of saving 
souls, — Editors. 


A Mr. Bi-hop, belonging to the New-Haven mission 
family, leaves Boston, and with his wife journeys on 
towards New-York, to embark with his brethren for 
the Pacific Islands on a mission, He arrives at Char!- 
ton, in Massachusetts, on Tuesday morning, an@ stoys 
at Maj. Spurr’s for breakfast. On getting into bi- 
chaise, he says he had forgotton his whip, and goes ir- 
to the room in which he breakfasted, and into whic. 
none of his baggage had been carried, takes the Major » 
whip and drives off. About two in the afternoon, Sie. 
Spurr chances to go into the room in which Mr, B.’+ 





evil reward of wrong conduct, if we do wrong. By 
this plain testimony we afe certified that if we do 
wrong there is no atonement, no pardon, no repentance 
that can secure us from a due recompence for the 
wrong done. Will the reader ask what good repen- 
tance wil] do if we cannot avoid the punishwent of 
wrongecommitted? The answer is ready: repentance 
is necessary in order to prevent wrongs in future. A 
au makes a loosing bargain, his repentance does not 
bring back his loss, but it may prevent his making 
another foolish contract, and if, by his experience, he 
buys wisdom it may be to his profit. 

The doctrine here contended for corrects the error 
of supposing that man may live in wickedness many 
years and by repentance avoid al] punishment. Our 
text does not say, ** He that doeth wrong shall receive 
for the wrong which he hath done,” unless be repents 
it is of importance to our morals to rightly understand 
this subject ; for if we allow ourselves to be deceived, 
and to think that we may indulge in sin and avoid the 
recompence by repenting some time while we hve, our 
deception will unquestionably result in our wretched- 
ness. To put the evil day afar off and to expect to 


it brings mischief into our own bosoms and condemna- 
tion to our own consciences. Most of the wiseries of 
this life are the natural recommences of the wrongs 
which we commit; and it is a most melancholy fact, 
that thousands are so deceived as to be looking forward, 
even to a future state of retribution, which they intend 
to shun by repenting’ before they die, while they are 
tormented day and night in the present tense, and their 
whole lives made girerable by reason of the wrongs 
which they are in the daily habit of committing. 

3. Our text assures us that in the divine economy 
there is no partiality. The just and gracious God is 
not like unjust and ungracious men; he measures 
the retribution according to the offence ; but men have 
coomed their fellow creatures to a state of endless per- 
dition for wrongs far less than those they have commit- 
ted themselves, and for which they Lave no expecta- 
tion of bemg punished at all! 

According to current opinion it often so happens, 





while at the same time an aged sinner, who bas filled 
his days with iniquity, repents just before he dies and is 
received to glory. If such an opinion as this be true, 





jcut) we say, that there is no respect of persons? 

| Let this eubjeet be improved by all, in a way to lead 
us {o avoid the doing of wrong, that we may be sayed 
irom its certuin recompense. H. B. 





Silence gives weight to our thoughts, and importance 


(fo cur words. 


Nothing is more week than youth: nothing briicves 


it gs, 


avoid it by repentance is mockery towards God, while | 


that a blooming youth dies and goes to hell, whose | 
wrongs in society are scarcely deserving of censure, | 


i baggage was laid, and finds his whip on the table, snc 


/on examination discovers that the Major's is gone. — 
Samuel Spurr, after debating a while with hinsell, con- 
leludes to pursue Mr. Bishop, and frequently hears of 
him on the road from Charlton to Stafford, apd leartis 


| that he travelled twenty-two miles without buiting bir 
ihorse. He at Jast comes up with him in Tolland, Con. 
vat ten in the evening, and is informed that Mr. B. in- 
jtended going to Vernon that night, had it been Jess 
i dark, and that bis horse was to be ready at light in the 
morning. Mr. Spurr finds bis pursuit will be useless 
unless he saw J.lr. B. directly; be ther fore calls on 
him at the house of the Rev. Mr. Nash. On entering 
the room, he finds Mr. B. engaged in conversing on tie 
mission family, and apparently desirous to prevent any 
inquiry, as be strove that the conversation should not 








*. flag. On asking him if he had not breakfasted tha: 


| morning in Charlion, and taken a whip which did net 
i belong to him, aficr some hesitation, he acknowledge:! 
he had, but that he did not discover his mistuke til Le 
had travelled twenty miles. Mr. Nash says, do you 
come here to accuse this man of stealing? his charac- 
ter is fair, and | know it; he has passed through seve r- 
al seminaries, wend is an ordained missionary. Mir. 
Spurr replied that he came to accuse him of taking 
whip which was not his. Well, says Mr. B. L have yo 
terms to make, | miended to have your whip prized ia 
the morning, and to have sent you the odds; mine is 
ithe only whip | have bought, and as that cost one sh.l- 
ling, | thought yours might cost fifty cents. At length 
Mr. Nash says, for what will you settle? you are both 
strangers to me, and | wish neither should be injured. 
Mr. Spurr said, if Mr. B. would pay him ten dollars, 
settle his bill at the tavern, and give up his whip, i-e 
should be satisfied. Mr. Nash calculated the distance v 
from ‘Volland to Chariton, estimated the eapences ol 
coming, and said the demand was reasonable. Mr. b. 
accordingly gave Mr. Spurr twelve dollars. On goiwy 
to the tavern to exchange whips, Mr. Nash took ones 
each baud, end said, Br. Bishop, you made » great mi-- 
tuke. Mr. Spurr’s whip was loaded, hid a woud 
handle of whalebone, and cost three Collars; Mr. Bi t- 
rop’s was of the common kind, had a walout handic . 





,and cost seventeen cents, After the settlement, Ms, 
B. appeared to he in no haste, for although he bad cr- 
i dered his horse to be ready at light, the court bell we- 
ringing when Mr. S. left Tolland, and Mr. B. sees oi 
in no hurry to go. Should any person doubt the truth 
of the foregoing statement, reference miy be node to 
Samuel D, Spurr, of Charlton, for complete so tis 


faction. LERME-. 


When we feel our inability to resist evil, and to do 


good, What a comfert itis, te know that our beaven!s 





Father will, if we humbly apply to him, hear our pias 


pers, and graciotishy uset-t us! 
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The Birth of the Prince of Peace. 


Shall mortal tongues be dumb, 
While blessings crown the morn? 

The Virgin’s hour is fully come, 
And Jo, the Saviour’s born. 


In what immortal strains, 
Did angels sing aloud ; 

Thousands descended down the plains, 
And Gabriel led the crowd. 


O! shall | bold my breath ; 
Shall silence bind my tongue, 
If angels sang the Saviour's birth, 
And Gabriel tun’d the song ? 


The shepherds greatly fear’d 
At this amazing sight ; 

The glory of the Lord appear’d 
In beams ef heav’nly light. 


The shepherds heard a voice, 
** Fear not, | bring this day 

Tidings of universal joys, 
That never shall decay ; 


‘** For unto you, this morn,” 
Said Gabriel’s peaceful tongue, 

** A Saviour, Curist the Lord is born, 
Eternal, sure and strong ; 


And this a sign shall be, 
To you “ the angel said, 

*' Go, seek the child, and you shall see 
Him in a Manger laid.” 


And soon with Gabriel were 
A grand angelic throng ; 

Bright Cherubs join’d in music there, 
Seraphs join’d the song. 


Glory to God, and then 
Peace upon earth, they sung; 
Salvation and Good will to Men, 
Echo'd from ev'ry tongue. 


The Affectionate Heart. 


Let the great man, his treasures possessing, 
Pomp and pleasure forever attend ; 

1 prize not the shadowy blessing, 
] ask—the affectionate friend. 


Tho’ foibles may sometimes o’ertake him, 
His footsteps from wisdose depart ; 

Yet my spirit shal] never forsake him, 
If he own the affectionate heart. 


Affection ! thou soother of care, 
Without thee unfriended we rove, 

Thou canst make e’en the desert look fair, 
And thy voice is the voice of the dove. 


*Mid the anguish that preys on the breast, 
And the storms of mortality’s state, 
What shall lull the afflicted to rest, 
But the joys that on eympathy wait? 


What is fame, bidding envy defiance? 
The idol and bane of mankind ; 

What is wit, what is learning, or science, 

To the beart that is stedfast and kind ? 
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| Even Genius may weary the sight, 

By too fierce and too constant a blaze ; 
But affection, mild planet of night! 
Grows lovelier the longer we gaze. 


It shall thrive when the flatiering forms, 
‘That encircle creation, decay, 

It shall live *mid the wide-wasting storms 

That bear all undistinguish’d away. 


When Time, at the end of his race, 
Shall expire with expiring mankind ; 
It shall stand on its permanent base, 
It shall Jast till the wreck of the mind. 


Our soil by its kind Maker given, 
Demands our thanks to him alone ; 
Protected by the hand of Heaven, 
And cultivated by our own. 


’Tis from the watery stores above, 
He pours his benefits around ; 

The clouds obey his voice of love, 
And shed their riches on the ground. 


The desert grows a fruitful field, 
The vallies high their voices raise, 
All nature with his-glory fill’d, 
Joins in the joyful song of praise. 








His works pronounce his power divine, 
Thro’ every month his gifts appear— 

O’er every field his glories shine, 

Gread Gop! thy goodness crowns the year. 











(c- We are happy to inform our readers, that a new 
paper, entitled THE HERALD OF SALVATION, 
{has been recent!y established at Watertown, N. Y. ed- 
‘ited by our esteemed brother, Rev. Pirr Morse.— 
| Judging from the two numbers which we have receiv- 
ed, and from the known talents of the Editor, strong 
hopes are entertained, that this paper will tend to pro- 
mote liberal views of religion, and union and christian 
fellowship among professors. The following is taken 
from the 2d No. of this work.—Edilors, 








Extract from R. Wright's humble 
attempt to promote union and peace among chris- 
tians. 

On the Points in which Christians are agreed. 


If it can be proved that all serious professors of the 
gospel are agreed in more points than they differ, and 
that the points in which they are agreed are more es- 
sential and important than those in which they differ, 
there wil] appear far greater reason for them to unite 
and walk together as brethren, than to separate into 
partiee and stand aloof from each other: and this is 
what I now undertake to prove. 

1. However much christians differ in their concep- 
tions of the divine nature, in their reasonings concern- 
ing the modus of the existence of Deity, his materiality 
or immateriality, they all agree in the belief that Gop 
1s, and that there is but one living and true God.— 
However various their expositions of these facts they all 
unite im maintaining the facts themselves. The points 
in which they differ respecting the being of God, and 
the manner of his existence, are no part of revealed 
truth, nor can they be comprehended by reason ; but 
what they all profess to maintain, the existence and 
unity of God, is at the foundation of religion, and most 
clearly asserted in the holy scriptures; consequently 
upon the ground of this helief they may all unite in 
coming to God, (Heb. xi. 6) each reserving to himself 
bis particujar exposition of it. 
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| 2. Thongh christians differ in the inferences which 
(they draw from the divine character, and in their con. 
| clusions respecting the manner in which the divine 
| perfections will operate, and the effects to be produced 
‘by their operation ; yet they all agree that the charac. 
| ter of God is transcendantly excellent and glorions, 
i that he is infinitely wise, powerful, just, good, merci- 
ful and trne, It is not to be wondered that they should 
| differ in theit reasouing on subjects of which we have but 
le very imperfect knowledge; yet what they all believe 
of the infinite excellency ofthe Deity is sufficient to jn. 
| spire them with one general feeling of confidence, ador- 
ation and praise, in which feeling they may unite te- 
gether in his worship. 

3S. All who believe the gospel view God as the crea. 
tor and preservrer of ali things, and as their father; 
hence they may unite in addressing him as the author 
of their being, the giver of all their comforts, as the 
God of the whole universe, come to him as their com- 
mon parent, and cast all their care upon him. Public 
worship» should be so conducted, on the general princi- 
ples stated in divine revelation, that all who fear God 
and work righteousness might unite in it, whatever be 
their opinions, without any violence being offered to 
their peculiar sentiments in religion. The adoption of 
this plan would be an important step towards closer 
upion among christians, 

4. Whatever variety exists in the views entertained 
by christians of the government of God, as to the man- 
ner of its administration, and particular ends to which 
certain of its measures are directed, they all believe 
that he is the supreme Governor of the universe, that 
all creatures are under his dominion, that all events are 
under his controul, thet his providence extends over al] 
his creatures, and has to do with all] the circumstances 
of human life: consequentiy as subjects of the same di- 
vine government, all equally dependant on God, crea- 
tures who are the care of and provided for by his kind 
providence, they should unite in prayer before him, in 
offering their sacrifices of praise to him, and in resigning 
themselves to his will and disposal. 

5. All denominations of christians believe that Jesus 
of Nazereth was the Christ the Son of the living God. 
Those who speak of him as the second person ip the 
trinity—those who deny his being a person but speak 
of him as a distinct character in the gochead—those 
who say he was a glorious pre-existent spirit—those who 
say that his human soul existed in a prior state of glory 
—those who maintain his proper humanity, and deny 
that he hed any existence before he was conceived and 
born of Mary—a»ll agree in believing that he was truly 
man, and that he was the Christ the Son of the living 
God. Notwithstanding the many disputes which have 
faken place among christians, about the person of 
Christ, they all believe as much as is necessary on that 
head; indeed many believe much more than is neces- 
sary, and what others think absolutely inconsistent with 
the scriptures ; yet the most unscriptoral notions main- 
tained by christians concerning Christ do not amount to 
a denial of his being the promised Messiah. As all chris- 
tians agree in the belief of this great fact, that Jesus is 
the Christ, however much they differ in explaining it, 
this is a proper ground for union among them ; for what 
they agree in is a fundamental principle of christianity, 
and their different explanations no way essential to it. 


(To be continued.) 
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MARRIED, 

In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. Nathaniel 
Curtis, jr. to Miss Emily Matilda Hall, youngest daugh- 
ter of Col. Fitch H 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Capt. John Burrill, of Salem, 
to Aliss Maria Learnard. 

DIED, 

In this city, John Harris, son of Stephen Gore, jr- 

aged 7 months. Capt. Timothy Ware, aged 44. 








DEDICATION SERMON. 
UST published and for sale at this Office, a Sermon 
delivered at the Dedication of the Universalist 
Meeting-House in Cambridgeport, by the Rev. Hesea 


Ballou of Boston. 
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